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One benefit of Flonda living is the enjoyment o f
plants and wildlife in the landscape through most of the
year. By proper plant selection, you can enhance your
landscape to attract, feed, and shelter birds for year-round
enjoyment. When selecting plants to incorporate into the
landscape, keep in mund the need for birds to obtain
shelter from inclement weather and from predators. A
number of plant species can also attract birds by
providing fruits as a source of food. Flowers of some
species attract insects, which are in turn eaten by other
types of birds. Migratory birds are particularly abundant
along the coastal ridges in southern Florida. These birds
can be attracted to landscapes by use of plants that
provide seeds, fruits or insects during the fall and spring
migrations. These food sources can be complemented by
one or more bird feeders which must provide high quality
seed with regulanty. A good bird feeder should be
conveniently located for viewing and large enough to hold
food for at least 2-3 days, protect the seed from rain, and
minimize seed spillage. Many bird guidebooks provid e
information on the bird species attracted by various seed
types. Keep in mind that many of south Florida's
songbirds are migrants or winter residents, and will thus
require food or cover during the fall, winter, and sprin g
months only.

Landscape Principles to Attract Birds

Solid design concepts are important in any landscape
project, and references on design principles are listed 1n
this fact sheet under the heading of 'Recommende d

References'. The following are additional considerations
to remember when landscaping to attract birds.

*+  Provide shelter to entice birds into your yard and t o
protect them from the elements or predators.

+  Select a vanety of plants which offer a consistent
supply of food over an extended period of time.

*  Select plants that flower or fruit during the sprin g
migrations and attract insects. Insects, in tumn, attract
insectivorous birds. In some areas in southern
Flerida, the flowering gumbo-limbo (Bursera
simaruba) attracts large numbers of warblers in their
spring breeding plumage as they migrate northward.

*+  Design plantings which offer enough food to meet the
needs of the birds.

*+  Provide a source of water for drinking and bathing .
Moving water in a gently sloping basin or trough is
particularly attractive to birds.

These criteria can be met by carefu! planning during
the design phase of the landscape project. Select a variety
of plants to extend the fruiting period for a year-roun d
supply of food. Group plants together to create habitat g
attractive to birds. Be sure to include enough plants o f
each species to provide food in a volume great enough for
the dietary needs of the bir ds attracted to your yard. Table
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1 is designed to assist you in selecting plants which have
attributes particularly attractive to birds.
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